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legislation for death with dignity. It is based 
on the first law authorizing medical aid in 
dying, the Oregon Death with Dignity Act.
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It took well more than a year to write the Oregon Death with Dignity Act in 
1993-1994, paving the way for passage of the world’s first law approved by 
Oregon voters in 1994. Since then, the Act has served as the foundation for 
similar laws passed by legislatures or voters in nine jurisdictions, as well as 
legislation introduced by lawmakers in over 20 states.

This Death with Dignity National Center model legislation takes what we 
believe is the best language and best approach to many of the issues facing 
patients, families, legislators and voters, culled from our many years of work 
in states across the country who have considered and passed this law.

We have included language from the California and Maine statutes and an 
amendment to the Oregon law passed by the Oregon State Legislature in 
2019.

Additionally, this document includes annotations that provide context for how 
the legislation has evolved to address issues of patient access and provider 
participation while keeping in place the same critical safeguards that ensures 
control, safety and autonomy.

We hope this document serves as a resource for policymakers, providers, 
scholars, and activists seeking to familiarize themselves with death with 
dignity legislation.

Peg Sandeen, PhD, MSW 
Chief Executive Officer 
Death with Dignity

Death with Dignity will provide a professional consultation should 
you need assistance crafting a bill for your legislature or have 
questions regarding this model legislation. You may research and 
compare all currently enacted laws using our statute resource at: 
https://www.deathwithdignity.org/state-statute-navigator/
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